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Ex-Austria Ambassador Rahten publishes book on Carinthia 

plebiscite 

 

Celje, 15 July (STA) - A book by historian and former Slovenian Ambassador to 
Austria Andrej Rahten was launched on Wednesday exploring the nuances of 
Slovenian-Austrian relations after the end of World War I, with a focus on the 

1920 Carinthia plebiscite, which left a sizeable Slovenian-speaking community 
under Austrian rule. 

After the Collapse of the Joint State (Po Razpadu Skupne Države) was published by 

Celjska Mohorjeva Družba in cooperation with the Slovenian publisher's Austrian and 

Italian subsidiaries. 

According to Rahten, the book provides a chance for new insights into the referendum 

developments, especially the diplomacy aspects, in relation to both the Paris Peace 

Conference and a special commission that operated during the preparations for the 

referendum. 

He told the STA that a key novelty was the inclusion of new sources and a rarely 

attempted synthesis of documents from both Austrian and Slovenian archives. 

Finally the time has come "to attain a more comprehensive picture", he said, arguing this 

was even more so in light of the forthcoming 100th anniversary of the vote. 

"The personal and political conflicts were further strengthened by restless developments 

on both sides of the border, especially on the border. The developments there are 

arduously reconstructed in the monograph through detailed research of sources and are 

proof that what were entirely 'local' problems were capable of having influence extending 

beyond the region," reads a part of the book's presentation by Celjska Mohorjeva 

Družba. 

In accordance with the Treaty of Saint-Germain-en-Laye, a referendum was held in 

province of Carinthia on 10 October 1920. People were asked whether they wanted to be 

part of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes or Austria. 

The area had been divided into two zones and the vote was first held in the southern 

zone, centred around the town of Voelkermarkt (Velikovec). The result was 59% in 

favour of Austria on a 96% turnout. In line with the rules set down, the outcome 

rendered the vote in the northern zone, which included the city of Klagenfurt, obsolete. 

Since then the Slovenian community has considerably shrunk and become increasingly 

assimilated. 
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